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ABSTRACT
The Spanish Speaking Unity Council (Unity Council) is a community development nonprofit
organization that was established in 1964, during the civil rights movement, by a group of
community members who wanted to ensure the political representation of the Latino community.
Over its 45-year history, the Unity Council has grown into a $12 million community
development organization that delivers a range of programming, including social services and
employment training as well as facilitating the development and support of local businesses, low-
income housing, and neighborhood improvement activities. The history of the agency presents
the multiple challenges and rewards associated with development in an underserved community

and an example of the important role that leadership plays in the growth of a nonprofit.
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